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Ms. Mattie C. Condray

Senior Assistant General Counsel
Legal Services Corporation

750 First Street, NE, Suite 1110
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Ms. Condray:

Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc. appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the
Legal Services Corporation’s (LSC) Limited English Proficiency (LEP) - Request for
Comments. After through review of the Request for Comments, we do not believe that
the LSC should impose an additional LEP regulatory burden on LSC grantees, which is
not required by the LSC Act, particularly considering the already substantial LSC
regulatory and reporting requirements, the stagnation of LSC funding and the rapidly
declining IOLTA levels throughout the country. We concur with your conclusion that the
LSC does not have the staff resources and/or the expertise to monitor and conduct
enforcement in the LEP area.

These comments should not in any way imply that Legal Action does not fully support
the goals of LEP and that we are not devoting a considerable amount of resources on
implementing LEP requirements in all our offices and projects. Legal Action already
has to comply with Limited English Proficiency requirements under its Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA), Older Americans Act and TANF grants. It is'likely that almost all
LSC recipients must already comply with the LEP requirements because of receipt of
other federal funding such as VAWA, OAA or TANF.
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DODGEVILLE - Crawford, Grant, lowa, Lafayette, Richland and Sauk Counties Phone (608) 935-2741  Tol-free (800) 873-0928 Ffax (608) 935-2803
GREEN BaY - Brown, Calumet, Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoc and Outagamie Counties #hone (920) 432-4645 fall-free (800) 236-1127  Fax (920) 432-5078
LA CROSSE - Buffalo, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, Monroe, Trempealeau and Vernon Counties Phone (608) 785-2809  Toll-free (800) 873-0927 Fax (608) 782-0800
MADISON — Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green, Jefferson and Rock Counties Phone (608) 256-3304  Toll-free (800) 362-3904  Fux (608) 256-0510
MIGRANT PROIECT - Statewide Phone (608) 256-3304 1oii-free (800) 362-3904 Fux (608) 256-0510
MILWAUKEE - Milwaukee and Waukesha Counties Phone (414)278-7722  Toli-free (888) 278-0633 iax (414) 278-7126
OsHKOSH — Adams, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Marquette, Ozaukee, Shebaygan, Washington, Waushara and Winnebago Counties  Phone (920) 233-6521 Joil-free (800) 236-1128  Fax (920) 233-0307
RACINE - Kenosha, Racine and Walworth Counties  Phone (262) 635-8836  Toli-free (800) 242-5840 Fax (262) 635-8838



Both the federal Department of Justice and the State of Wisconsin have issued specific
guidance for implementing the LEP program. Any LSC issued guidance would only
complicate the process. In addition, LSC guidance may even be in direct conflict with
guidance from these other agencies, particularly the State of Wisconsin. The State of
Wisconsin has already conducted a statewide language assessment and determined
that Spanish and Hmong are major LEP language groups in Wisconsin. It would be a
shame for the LSC to waste any of its limited resources available for legal services in
an area that is already being handled throughly by other agencies. Instead, the LSC
resources could be used to provide technical assistance in areas that are unique to the
legal services community.

Legal Action recommends that the LSC refrain from issuing LEP guidance or even
establishing an LEP information clearinghouse. Instead, LSC should suggest
grantees seek out information from other existing sources, such as the Department of
Justice who have the resources and expertise to provide updated information on a
regular basis as the LEP compliance area evolves over the coming years.

If you require any additional information concerning these comments, please contact us

Sincerely,

A

Michael J. Maher
Administrator

Managing Attorney
LEP Coordinator
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