
Legal Services Corporation 
America’s Partner For Equal Justice 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  

i 
 

The Legal Services Corporation Act 
42 U.S.C. §2996 et seq. 

 
 

§ 1001. Congressional findings and declaration of purpose. (§ 2996) ................................1 

§ 1002. Definitions. (§ 2996a) .............................................................................................2 

§ 1003. Legal Services Corporation. (§ 2996b) ...................................................................2 
(a) Establishment; purpose.  
(b) Principal office; agent for service of process.  
(c) Status of Corporation under tax laws.  

§ 1004. Board of Directors. (§ 2996c) .................................................................................4 
(a) Establishment; membership.  
(b) Term of office.  
(c) Board members not deemed officers or employees of United States.  
(d) Chairman.  
(e) Removal.  
(f) State advisory councils.  
(g) Open meetings; applicability of Government in the Sunshine provisions.  
(h) Quarterly meetings.  

§ 1005. Officers and employees. (§ 2996d) .........................................................................5 
(a) Appointment of president; outside compensation of officers prohibited; terms.  
(b) Power of president to appoint and remove employees; nonpartisan 
appointments.  
(c) Conflict of interest.  
(d) Compensation.  
(e) Officers and employees not deemed officers and employees of Federal 
Government; Corporation not deemed a department, agency, or instrumentality of 
Federal Government; review of annual budget.  
(f) Exceptions.  
(g) Freedom of information.  

§ 1006. Powers, duties, and limitations. (§ 2996e) ..............................................................6 
(a) Powers of nonprofit corporation; additional powers.  
(b) Disciplinary powers; representational questions; interference with professional 
responsibilities of attorneys; bar membership; restrictions; languages other than 
English.  
(c) Participation in litigation; lobbying activities.  
(d) Miscellaneous prohibitions.  
(e) Political activities of Corporation employees and staff attorneys.  
(f) Harassment; malicious abuse of legal process. 



The Legal Services Corporation Act 
42 U.S.C. §2996 et seq. 

 

ii 
 

§ 1007. Grants and contracts. (§ 2996f) ...............................................................................9 
(a) Requisites.  
(b) Limitations on uses.  
(c) Recipient organizations.  
(d) Program evaluation.  
(e) Corporation president authorized to make grants and enter into contracts.  
(f) Public notification.  
(g) Staff-attorney program study.  
(h) Study and report to Congress on special needs of eligible clients.  

§ 1008. Records and reports. (§ 2996g) .............................................................................14 
(a) Authority to require reports.  
(b) Authority to require recordkeeping; access to records.  
(c) Annual report to President and Congress; contents.  
(d) Copies and retention of reports.  
(e) Publication in Federal Register of rules, regulations, guidelines and 
instructions.  

§ 1009. Audits. (§ 2996h) ..................................................................................................15 
(a) Annual audit; availability of records; filing and inspection of report.  
(b) Audit by General Accounting Office.  
(c) Annual financial audit of recipient persons or bodies.  
(d) Attorney-client privilege.  

§ 1010. Financing. (§ 2996i) ..............................................................................................16 
(a) Authorization of appropriations.  
(b) Availability of funds.  
(c) Non-Federal funds.  
(d) Limitations on grant or contract authority.  

§ 1011. Special limitations. (§ 2996j) ................................................................................17 

§ 1012. Coordination. (§ 2996k) ........................................................................................18 

§ 1013. Reservation of right to repeal, alter, or amend. (§ 2996l ) ....................................18 



l.

TITLE 42  THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE Page 1

§ 1001SUBCHAPTER X—LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION
§2996. Congressional findings and declaration of purpose
The Congress finds and declares that—
(1) there is a need to provide equal access to the system of justice in our Nation for
individuals
who seek redress of grievances;
(2) there is a need to provide high quality legal assistance to those who would be otherwise
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§ 1007
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 See References in Text note below.1

 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma.2
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§ 1008

Suspended by section3003 of the Federal Reports Elimination and Sunset Act,
Pub. L. 104-66, 109 Stat. 707, 734 (1995)
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